
 
 

MOLA honors violinist Jennifer Koh with inaugural 
Eroica Award for Outstanding Service to Music 

  
The Major Orchestra Librarians' Association selects Koh for her advocacy work and 

commitment to artistic excellence 
  

PHILADELPHIA | June 6, 2022 — The MOLA: An Association of Music Performance 
Librarians presented violinist Jennifer Koh with the inaugural Eroica Award for 
Outstanding Service to Music last night. 
  
MOLA bestowed the honor to Koh in person at the 2022 MOLA Conference in 
Philadelphia. Hosted by the Philadelphia Orchestra, this year marked the 40th annual 
conference for the nonprofit association. With more than 450 members, MOLA is the 
premier professional association for music performance librarians. This elite group 
represents over 300 organizations — symphony orchestras, opera and ballet 
companies, music academies, professional bands and ensembles across the world. 
 
“MOLA is proud to be celebrating its 40th annual conference,” said Georgina Govier, 
current president. “It is especially fitting that we have the opportunity to honor Jennifer 
Koh with this brand new award. Her pioneering spirit inspires all of us at MOLA to reflect 
on our roles in the performing arts as we look ahead to the next 40 years.” 
 
The criteria for the new Eroica Award for Outstanding Service to Music is to recognize 
an individual (or group of individuals) who inspires MOLA with their advocacy for the art 
form, artistic excellence, and/or leadership. MOLA encouraged nominations for those 
who champion underrepresented works or composers, mentor young musicians, bridge 
communities, or break new ground. Whether a performer, scholar or editor, the recipient 
could represent any facet of the music world. 
 
This year’s winner excels in all of these elements. Elena Lence Talley, a past president 
of MOLA and principal librarian for the Kansas City Symphony, nominated Koh for her 
inspirational leadership in the arts world at large. 
 
“Violinist Jennifer Koh is a trailblazer,” Talley said. “Jennifer is an outstanding choice for 
the inaugural MOLA Eroica Award on so many levels. First off, she is prodigiously 
talented and one of the most dynamic and engaging artists of our time. She has led a 



wide range of commissions and premiered more than 100 contemporary works while 
building bridges between different groups and amplifying the work of composers and 
artists of color. These are prime examples of the values and actions we seek to 
acknowledge with the Eroica Award. They perfectly coincide with the extraordinary 
efforts that Jennifer has put into her nonprofit ARCO Collaborative.” 
 
Koh created ARCO Collaborative to help promote equity and inclusivity in classical 
music. The nonprofit prioritizes collaborative efforts through commissions and new 
music that highlights artists of color and women composers. As a result, the 
development of these new works are bringing about stories often unheard in Western 
art forms. 
 
During the pandemic, Koh commissioned and premiered 39 new solo works from 
diverse composers and shared them on her Instagram page. She turned these efforts 
into a recording, “Alone Together,” which broke history as Koh became the first Korean-
American woman to win a GRAMMY® Award for the “Best Classical Instrumental Solo” 
category earlier this year. New works continue to be written and commissioned for 
“Alone Together” in support of the freelance music community, whose pandemic-related 
struggles have not subsided. 
 
The New York Times called the series “a marvel for a time of crisis” and the varied list of 
composers “more inclusive than anything in mainstream classical music.” The album 
features works by established composers Du Yun, Vijay Iyer, Tania Léon, George 
Lewis, Missy Mazzoli, Ellen Reid, and Wang Lu, and emerging composers Katherine 
Balch, Nina Shekhar, Lester St. Louis, Rajna Swaminathan, Darian Donovan Thomas, 
and Sugar Vendil, among others.  
 
“It is our pleasure to honor Jennifer’s seemingly limitless creativity, imagination and 
energy as she continues to lift up artists of color and women composers,” Govier added. 
“True representation on our stages has the potential to inspire and motivate the next 
generation of musicians and audiences. There is space in our world for all of us and for 
all of our stories.” 
 
Learn more about MOLA at mola-inc.org. Visit jenniferkoh.com to learn more about this 
year’s award winner.  
  
For interviews, photography or media inquiries, please contact admin@mola-inc.org. 
 

### 
 

About MOLA 
Founded in 1983 as the Major Orchestra Librarians' Association, MOLA's mission is to facilitate 
communication between professional performance librarians, educate and assist them in 
providing service to their organizations, provide support and resources to the performing arts, 
and work with publishers to achieve the highest standards in music performance materials.  
 
The first MOLA meeting was held in Philadelphia in 1983, when 25 librarians from the United 
States and Canada met for a day to discuss issues of common interest. Today MOLA is an 
international, not-for-profit corporation spanning the globe with a membership of over 300 
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professional performing arts organizations, represented by more than 450 performance 
librarians from symphony orchestras, opera and ballet companies, music academies, 
professional bands and ensembles in North America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, South 
America, and Australasia. The job of these performance librarians is to acquire, prepare, 
catalogue and maintain the music for each institution. Through MOLA, librarians share 
information and resources to help them in their daily work. Learn more at mola-inc.org. 
 
About Jennifer Koh 
Jennifer Koh is recognized for her intense, commanding performances, delivered with dazzling 
virtuosity and technical assurance. A forward-thinking artist, she is dedicated to exploring a 
broad and eclectic repertoire, while promoting equity and inclusivity in classical music. She has 
expanded the contemporary violin repertoire through a wide range of commissioning projects, 
and has premiered more than 100 works written especially for her. Her quest for the new and 
unusual, sense of endless curiosity, and ability to lead and inspire a host of multidisciplinary 
collaborators, truly set her apart.  
 
In addition to “Alone Together,” Koh’s series include “The New American Concerto,” which 
invites a diverse collective of composers to examine socio-cultural topics relevant to American 
life today through the form of the violin concerto; “Limitless,” which explores the relationship 
between composer and performer through duo works played by Koh and the composers 
themselves; “Bach and Beyond,” which traces the history of the solo violin repertoire from 
Bach’s sonatas and partitas to pieces by 20th- and 21st-century composers; and “Shared 
Madness,” comprising short solo works that explore virtuosity in the 21st century, commissioned 
from more than 30 composers.  
 
Koh performs a broad range of concertos that reflects the breadth of her musical interests from 
traditional to contemporary. Highlights of her orchestral appearances have included 
performances with the Los Angeles and New York philharmonics; the Cleveland, Mariinsky 
Theatre, Minnesota, Philadelphia, and Philharmonia (London)  orchestras; the Atlanta, 
Baltimore, BBC, Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, Houston, Milwaukee, Montreal, Nashville, 
National, New Jersey, New World, NHK (Tokyo), Pittsburgh, RAI National (Torino), St. Louis, 
Seattle, and Singapore symphony orchestras; and the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, among 
other ensembles.  
 
Born in Chicago of Korean parents, Koh began playing the violin by chance, choosing the 
instrument in a Suzuki-method program only because spaces for cello and piano had been 
filled. She made her debut with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at age 11. In 2022, Koh broke 
history as she became the first Korean-American woman to win a GRAMMY® Award for the 
“Best Classical Instrumental Solo” category for her album, “Alone Together.” She has been 
honored as “A Force of Nature” by the American Composers Orchestra and as Musical 
America’s 2016 Instrumentalist of the Year. Koh has won the International Tchaikovsky 
Competition in Moscow, Concert Artists Guild Competition, and an Avery Fisher Career Grant. 
She is an active lecturer, teacher, and recording artist for Cedille Records. 
 
For further information, visit jenniferkoh.com. 
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