
Board History

President Vice President Past President Secretary Treasurer Member-at-Large Administrator

1983-84 
Philadelphia

Victor Alpert (Boston), Clint Nieweg (Philadelphia), 
James Berdhal (Minnesota) - organizers

Not officially a member of 
the Board

Nancy Bradburd 
(Philadelphia) 

[appointed]

1984-85         
Boston

James Berdhal (Minnesota)

Clint Nieweg (Philadelphia)

Mary Judge                                 (Cincinnati)

John Tafoya                       
(St. Louis)

1985-86             
New York

Robert O'Brien   (Atlanta)
Jim Medvitz (Houston) 
Larry Tarlow (Atlanta)

1986-87 
Minneapolis

Robert O'Brien      (Atlanta)
James Kortz                     (St. 

Paul)
John Van Winkle             
(San Francisco)               
John Tafoya (St. Louis)

1987-88      Atlanta
James Kortz                  (St. 

Paul)
Larry Tarlow             (New 

York)
Mike Runyan                           (Indianapolis)

John Tafoya                         
(St. Louis)

1988-89    Toronto

Larry Tarlow                 (New 
York)

David Bartolotta        (San 
Fran Ballet)

Marcia Gittinger                            (National)

Nancy Bradburd 
(Philadelphia)

1989-90            San 
Francisco

Mary Judge    (Cincinnati)
Robert O'Brien          

(Atlanta)

1990-91 
Washington, DC

Marcia Gittinger (National)
Marci Gittinger      

(National)

1991-92 Cincinnati Marcia Gittinger (National) Clint Nieweg (Philadelphia)
Larry Tarlow              (New 

York)
Robert Sutherland 
(Canadian Opera)

Mary Plaine 
(Baltimore)

Peter Conover       
(Phoenix)

1992-93 
Pittsburgh

Clint Nieweg (Philadelphia)
Robert Sutherland 
(Canadian Opera)

Marcia Gittinger (National)
Tom Takaro          (FL 

Symphony)
Mary Plaine 
(Baltimore)

John Campbell                
(San Francisco)

1993-94 
Indianapolis

Robert Sutherland     (Met 
Opera)

Paul Gunther (Minnesota) Clint Nieweg (Philadelphia)
Tom Takaro    (Santa 

Fe)

Joann McCollum 
(Pittsburgh)

Margo Hodgson 
(Winnipeg)

1994-95        Dallas Paul Gunther (Minnesota) Mary Judge     (Cincinnati)
Robert Sutherland    (Met 

Opera)
Tom Takaro          (FL 

Symphony)
Steven Biagini          

(Phoenix)

1995-96              St. 
Louis

Mary Judge    (Cincinnati)
Karen Schnackenberg 

(Dallas)
Paul Gunther (Minnesota)

Ken Bonebrake (Los 
Angeles) Kristi Sloniger           

(Houston Grand Opera)
1996-97 Columbus

Karen Schnackenberg 
(Dallas)

Greg Vaught                  (San 
Antonio)

Mary Judge     (Cincinnati)
Patrick McGinn 

(Milwaukee)
Deanna Hull         

(San Jose)
1997-98 Winnipeg

Greg Vaught                (San 
Antonio)

Marcia Farabee (National)
Karen Schnackenberg 

(Dallas)
Sandra Pearson       

(Boston)

1998-99    Houston Marcia Farabee (National)
Robert Sutherland       (Met 

Opera)
Greg Vaught                (San 

Antonio)

Margo Hodgson 
(National Arts 

Centre) Joanne Goble 
(Colorado)

Shelia Jones       
(Edmonton)

1999-2000 Tampa
Robert Sutherland       (Met 

Opera)
Ron Whitaker (Cleveland) Marcia Farabee (National)

2000-01           New 
York

Ron Whitaker (Clveland)
Kazue McGregor          (Los 

Angeles)
Robert Sutherland     (Met 

Opera) Jacqui Compton             
(BBC Symphony)

2001-02      Seattle
Kazue McGregor        (Los 

Angeles)
Robert O'Brien    (Atlanta) Ron Whitaker (Cleveland)

2002-03 Salt Lake 
City

Robert O'Brien     (Atlanta) Paul Gunther (Minnesota)
Kazue McGregor        (Los 

Angeles)
Pat Takahashi          

(Seattle)

2003-04 
Indianapolis

Paul Gunther (Minnesota)
Patrick McGinn 

(Milwaukee)
Robert O'Brien    (Atlanta)

Jennifer Goldberg 
(Richmond)

Margo Hodgson     
(National Arts Centre) Karen Schnackenberg 

(Dallas)
2004-05      Raleigh

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

Robert Sutherland        
(Met Opera)

Paul Gunther (Minnesota)
Jennifer Goldberg 

(Richmond)
Joann McCollum 

(Pittsburgh)
Jane Cross                         

(US Marine Band)

2005-06             Los 
Angeles

Robert Sutherland       (Met 
Opera)

Karen Schnackenberg 
(Dallas)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

Jane Cross            (US 
Marine Band)

Gordon Rowley 
(Peninsula Music 

Festival)

Richard Payne          
(London Phil)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

2006-07        Zurich
Karen Schnackenberg 

(Dallas)
Marcia Farabee (National)

Robert Sutherland      (Met 
Opera)

2007-08     Chicago Marcia Farabee (National) Laurie Lake (Interlochen)
Karen Schnackenberg 

(Dallas)

Moira Webber               
(BBC Symphony)

2008-09 Nashville Laurie Lake (Interlochen) Tom Takaro         (Houston) Marcia Farabee (National)

Wendy Skoczen 
(Lyric Opera)

2009-10 
Washington, DC

Tom Takaro          (Houston) Rebecca Beavers (Atlanta) Laurie Lake (Interlochen)

Sara Baguyos       
(Omaha)

2010-11      Omaha Rebecca Beavers (Atlanta)
Elena Lence Talley (Kansas 

City)
Tom Takaro        (Houston)

Àngels Martínez           
(Gran Teatre de Liceu)

2011-12     London
Elena Lence Talley (Kansas 

City)
Ella Fredrickson           (FL 

Orchestra)
Rebecca Beavers (Atlanta)

Alison Mrowka 
(Cincinnati)

Shannon Highland                        
(Dallas Opera)

2012-13           New 
Orleans

Ella Fredrickson               (FL 
Orchestra)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

Elena Lence Talley (Kansas 
City) Alison Mrowka 

(Austin)

Amy Tackitt (N/A)

2013-14   Portland
Patrick McGinn 

(Milwaukee)
Mark Millidge             (BBC 

Symphony)
Ella Fredrickson           (FL 

Orchestra)

Àngels Martínez            
(Met Opera)

2014-15       Miami 
Beach

Mark Millidge             (BBC 
Symphony)

Tony Rickard              (Royal 
Opera)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee) Courtney Secoy 

Cohen                    
(San Diego)2015-16 Montreal

Tony Rickard             (Royal 
Opera)

Karen Schnackenberg 
(Dallas)

Mark Millidge             (BBC 
Symphony)

2016-17        
Helsinki

Karen Schnackenberg 
(Dallas)

John Rosenkrans        (Lyric 
Opera)

Tony Rickard               (Royal 
Opera)

Nishana Dobbeck 
(US Marine Band)

2017-18             San 
Diego

John Rosenkrans         (Lyric 
Opera)

Juhana Hautsalo (Finnish 
Opera & Ballet)

Karen Schnackenberg 
(Dallas)

Blaine Cunningham 
(Orchestra Iowa)

2018-19          
Kansas City

Juhana Hautsalo (Finnish 
Opera & Ballet)

Jane Cross                       (US 
Marine Band)

John Rosenkrans         (Lyric 
Opera) Michael Ferraguto 

(Baltimore Symphony)

2019-20           
Atlanta

Jane Cross                       (US 
Marine Band)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

Juhana Hautsalo (Finnish 
Opera & Ballet)

Jane Cross retired from MOLA organization October 2019 - will serve duties of President without title, appointed as special counsel by the Board; Pat McGinn will serve as acting 
President until his presidential term commences at the adjournment of the 2020 Vancouver Conference.

2020-21 
Vancouver 

(Virtual)

Patrick McGinn 
(Milwaukee)

Georgina Govier       (Welsh 
Nat'l Opera)

Jane Cross                       (US 
Marine Band) Manly Romero 

(Manhattan School 
of Music)

Blaine Cunningham 
(Orchestra Iowa)

Michael Ferraguto 
(Baltimore Symphony; 
Cleveland Orchestra)2021-22         

Virtual
Georgina Govier       (Welsh 

Nat'l Opera)
Courtney Secoy Cohen (San 

Diego)
Patrick McGinn 

(Milwaukee)

2022-23 
Philadelphia

Courtney Secoy Cohen (San 
Diego)

Alastair McKean (Sydney)
Georgina Govier     (Welsh 

Nat'l Opera) Matthew Dannan 
(US Air Force)

Christopher Reiche 
Boucher (Toronto)

2023-24                  
Berlin

Alastair McKean (Sydney)
Chris Blackmon 

(Concertgebouw)
Courtney Secoy Cohen (San 

Diego)

Courtney Secoy Cohen stepped down February 2024 - Georgina Govier returned to serve thru completion of term

2024-25  
Cleveland

Chris Blackmon 
(Concertgebouw)

Inger Marie Garcia de 
Presno (Berlin)

Alastair McKean (Sydney)
Blaine Cunningham 

(Orchestra Iowa)

Laura Cones (Indianapolis)

*MAL becomes 2-year 
position

2025-26           
Univ. Michigan

Inger Marie Garcia de 
Presno (Berlin)

Katharina Hötzenecker 
(Vienna State Opera)

Chris Blackmon 
(Concertgebouw)

Elaine Li (Juilliard)

*Secretary becomes 2-year 
position

2026-27                
Sydney

Katharina Hötzenecker 
(Vienna State Opera)

Elena Lence Talley             
(Kansas City)

Inger Marie Garcia de 
Presno (Berlin)

Luke Bryson 
(Houston)

2027-28                     
San Francisco

Elena Lence Talley             
(Kansas City)

Katharina Hötzenecker 
(Vienna State Opera)

2028-29
Elena Lence Talley             

(Kansas City)


